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Aa control he inquired very carefully into the family history of 108 non- 
tubercular patients. Of these, 28.5 per cent, gave a history of tuberculosis 
in the parents. » 

Bearing in mind the great tendency of inherited tuberculosis to show itself 
early in life, Kuthy investigated all the cases of tuberculosis with regard to 
the time of their beginning. In only 7.2 per cent, did the disease develop 
before the thirtieth year. 

From these statistics Kuthy infers that heredity plays but a subordinate 
r6le t if any, in the causation of tuberculosis, both as regards direct trans¬ 
mission of the germB of the disease and in the induction of the necessary 
predisposition. It is not an important factor in its etiology. 

[Though these statistics are interesting and the conclusion arrived at is 
suggestive, they are open to the grave criticism of being derived from a too 
limited class of cases, leaving out of account entirely the great prevalence of 
tuberculosis in young children.] 


The Examination of Sputum for Tubercle Bacilli. 

Spengler {Deutsche med. Woch., 1895, No. 15) recommends the employ¬ 
ment of pancreation for the digestion of sputum preparatory to its examina¬ 
tion for tubercle bacilli. The procedure is aa follows: Equal parts of 
sputum and lukewarm alkaline water are thoroughly mixed with from 2 to 
15 grains of pancreatin, and are allowed to digest at the body-temperature 
for from two to three hours, when a few drops of strong carbolic acid are 
added to prevent putrefaction. A sediment quickly forms. The super¬ 
natant fluid is poured off, fresh alkaline water is added, and a further diges¬ 
tion in the incubator is allowed. The sediment after this second digestion is 
smaller. It iB collected on filter-paper and is examined in the usual way for 
the bacillus tuberculosis. 

By this method the sediment from a day’s sputum is bo small, as a rule, 
that a few cover-glass preparations only are needed for its thorough exami¬ 
nation. There is no impairment of the staining qualities of the bacilli, and 
Spengler has found this a very quick and reliable method of examination 
when the tubercle bacilli are present in small numbers. It is, of course, 
unnecessary when they are abundant 
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